In March, the International Climate Change Treaty, which requires ratifying countries to submit detailed information on their greenhouse gas emissions and implement programs to curb such emissions, became legally binding. Under the terms of the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change, the treaty became binding 90 days following ratification by the 50th country, which occurred on 21 December 1993 when it was ratified by Denmark, Portugal, Spain, and the European Economic Community. The United States was one of the first countries to ratify the treaty.
Natural Carcinogens
Almost 14 years after the National Academy of Sciences was asked to study what chemicals should be evaluated for their potential carcinogenic risk to humans, the academy is undertaking a new study to determine which naturally occurring carcinogenic substances in food may pose similar risks.
According to Richard Griesemer of NIEHS, which is co-funding the study with EPA, questions about whether naturally occurring carcinogens are potentially as dangerous, or more dangerous, than synthetic chemicals arose in the early 1980s when the original NAS study was done and the National Toxicology Program was in its infancy. Griesemer said he believes these questions are being revisited now because "there's a relative lack of information about carcinogens that occur in nature." Griesemer said NIEHS and EPA asked NAS to do the study because "no one else has an incentive to test the things that occur naturally." The study will be conducted by the NAS's Board on Environmental Studies and Toxicology.
The study will evaluate the information currently available on naturally occurring carcinogens in the human diet and make recommendations on what chemicals should be tested. Many 
